
​ ​Vocabulary 
 
constitution–a​ ​written​ ​plan​ ​for​ ​government. 
 
confederation–a​ ​group​ ​of​ ​individuals​ ​or​ ​state​ ​governments​ ​that 
make​ ​decisions​ ​together. 
 
federalism–a​ ​form​ ​of​ ​government​ ​in​ ​which​ ​power​ ​is​ ​divided​ ​between 
smaller​ ​(state)​ ​governments​ ​and​ ​a​ ​national​ ​government. 
 
articles–main​ ​parts​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Constitution. 
 
amendment–any​ ​change​ ​made​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Constitution. 
 
ratify–to​ ​confirm​ ​a​ ​decision​ ​(make​ ​an​ ​amendment​ ​to​ ​the 
Constitution​ ​official.) 
 


